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We want to see vibrant communities of Jesus followers among the least reached

Lonely and in constant pain, she saw no sense in her life,
but a visiting team gave her a hope she had never known.

God 1s still in control

When COVID-19 stopped our training courses,
God still had ways to inspire and equip His children.



editorial

This year has been one of the most
challenging that Moldova has seen in a
long time. Apart from the COVID-19
pandemic that hit the country starting
from mid-March, forcing thousands of
Moldovans to come back from abroad
and others that live here to lose their
jobs, also low spring temperatures and a
summer drought severely affected the
agricultural business. As this country is
heavily dependent on agriculture,
people already feel the results of this
crisis, whether it is the farmers who
have a much smaller harvest than in
previousyearsor no harvest atall,or the
rest of the people who need to pay more
fortheirfood.

In this difficult situation, when people
are seized by fear and despair, as OM in
Moldova we seek to help those in need
and bring hope to the hopeless.

Despite the fact that we could not run
our usual Love Moldova outreaches this
summer, God opened other doors so we
could continue to bring hope to the
people in our country. Our team went to
over 100 villages in the country’s least-
reached areas and, together with local
pastors, broughtfood parcels to families
in need along with the Word of God. We
could see God’s mighty hand at work in
everyvillage we went toand heard many
stories (some of which you find in this
edition) that confirm again and again
God'’s exceptional love for the lost and
His great provisionfor the needy.

As we move forward with fulfilling our
mission to see Jesus followers among
the least reached, both in Moldova and
to the end of the world, we appreciate
your prayers and support, so that, even
during these challenging times, God'’s
kingdomwill continue to expand.

Eugen Ciumac
Field Leader, Moldova
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We were forced to change our plans many times these past months. After Moldova
entered into a lockdown in March, we had to cancel our training courses and events for
spring, and then also our “Love Moldova” summer outreaches.

Meanwhile the country was hit hard by the COVID-19 crisis, with infection numbers
steadily rising and not reaching a peak even after six months, while people were also
increasingly desperate for the financial means to survive. Many had stayed without work
and salary for months, without any savings to fall back on, while the poor, elderly or sick,
who had already been struggling even before the crisis, were even more desperate now.

We were grateful for early opportunities of visiting people in need. Seeing that food and
hope continued to be the most urgent needs for many people, we then went on to
distribute food packages and Bibles in about 100 communities throughout the summer.

Not everyone we visited was open to the gospel or responded immediately, but we trust
that God will work where we do not yet see it. At the same time, we were encouraged and
deeply grateful for encounters with people whose hearts God had already prepared, or
others who became open because we came exactly at the moment of their greatest need.

Diana, a single mother raising three children without a
husband, had for years spent a major part of her small
income on doctors’ visits concerning her four-year-old
daughter with developmental issues. During the corona-
lockdown, her work as a day labourer was not much
solicited, making their financial situation desperate. One
day she ran out of food, not having any money left either,
and knowing her next chance of paid work was still five
days away. Later on that exact same day, one of our small
teams for distributing food packages came to her door,
without knowing she had just used up her last items of
food. Dianaimmediately testified this was God providing
for her; then she listened as the team talked more about
God - His love for her and her own need of Him - and she
gladly accepted aBible alongwith the food package.

Withtearsintheir eyes Mariaand Gheorghe expressed their gratitude for thefood
packagetheyreceived. Thiselderly couple welcomed thevisitingteamwarmly and
with great joy talked about their family: children, grandchildren and already one
great-grandchild. However, life also holds challenges for them, as both are now in
their 70s and suffer from various health issues; their small pensions are not really
sufficient to buy their necessary medications as well as enough food. When the
conversation turned to God, they were both very open. Maria shared that she had
once been visited by a young woman from the capital who had told her about God
and the Good News, and who continues to regularly call her on the phone. Finding
out that they didn’t have a Bible, the team offered them one - a gift the couple
enthusiastically received, declaring that they would read it together. After the
team had prayed for this family, they saw that old Gheorghe had tearsin his eyes. It
was encouraging to see how God touched this couple and had already prepared
them by sending someone to share about Him. We pray that our visit was another
stepintheirjourney of faith and that they will both come to truly know God.

cover photo: A lady who received a food package during the COVID-19 crisis talks to one of the workers who brought this help along with the gospel.
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She no longer had any desire to live.
Then she received a hope
she had never known.

“Death does not want to take me, but | don’t want to live!” These were the
words old Ana said to the team visiting her with afood package. Lonely, in
constant pain and unable to look after herself anymore, she saw no sense
in her life and several times had attempted to end it. Ana’s physical and
mental low state originated in an accident at the end of last year: Going
into the forest to gather some firewood to heat her home, she had taken a
fallthat dislocated her bones. Amedical intervention had not restored her
health,and fromthenonshe was mostly boundto her bed, notevenableto
use a toilet, utterly dependent on others and feeling that nobody cared
about how she is. Through the team'’s visit she understood that there is a
God who loves her and wants to save her, and for the first time in many
long months she started to feel that there ishope and that sheis not alone.
She responded to the gospel message the team explained to her, asking
Jesusinto her heart through prayer. Her tears of despair changed to tears
of joyand hope and asmile appeared on her face.“Thisiswhy death did not
take me-solcouldreceivethe hope of somethingbetter
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she concluded.

God reached out His hand

When we visited Elena and her husband, they told us how
Elena had fallen ill with COVID-19 in the spring. She had to
stayisolated in hospital and later was takeninto intensive care
and connected to oxygen as she couldn’t breathe on her own
anymore. After some time she fell into a coma. During our visit
shetold us about avision she had during her unconscious state
at the hospital: She seemed to see a dark well without bottom,
full of smoke and dust, and felt herself falling into this black
hole. While she was falling, she looked back and saw her
husband, who held a Bible in one hand and with the other hand
reached out to catch her, asking “Where are you going?”
“Down there!” she replied, but her husband opposed her, “No,
no, you’re coming back with me!” and pulled her up. When
Elena woke from her coma, she felt much better and was
convinced that God had spoken to her through this vision,
saving her life and giving her another chance to be reconciled
to Him. Her husband had come to faith some years before and
is part of the church that is being planted in their village. He
said that during Elena’s illness he had prayed a lot for her and
believes this was God’s answer to his prayer. During our visit
Elena prayed a prayer of repentance and we prayed for her to
truly know God and live for Him.

A child’s curiosity
“Where does God come from?’ - My son asks me this
and many other questions about God and the Bible, but
| simply don’t know how to answer him.” This mother
we visited was not only grateful for the food package
she received, but also for the possibility to get some
help in satisfying her son’s curiosity. The boy himself
was too timid to ask the visitors questions then and
there, or even to come out and see them, but being
offered a Children’s Bible by the team, his mother took
it inside for him, and said that the boy immediately
started looking through it as soon as he held it in his
hands. The team had been accompanied by a church
worker responsible for reaching this region, who could
also point the mother to some church programmes
where her son could find out more about God. The
motherimmediately gave her permission for the boy to
go and showed herself relieved at the prospect of no
longer havingall her son’s questions directed at herself.
She may not have actively stimulated her son to seek
God, but it is encouraging to see that she supports his
search for answers. May God use this boy’s curiosity to
reveal Himself to this child aswell as hismother!




snapshots

from our food parcel visits

“Just this night | was praying for help,” luliasaid. The 26-year-old mother
and her four children moved in with lulia’s mother when lulia could no
longer bear the abuse of her husband, who frequently beat her. Now all
six of them live in atiny old house that has just one single room. lulia tries
to make ends meet but often feels alone and helpless in her struggles.
When lulia heard a knock on the door, she was afraid to open, fearing it
might be her husband - but her surprise was great when she was met by a
team offering her a food package. Her joy and relief were obvious; tears
streamed down her face as she expressed her gratitude and told in
amazement how this visit was God’s response to her prayer that night.

It was obvious that there was a lot of bitterness in Anatol’s heart, and
tears choked him many times as he told us his story. Eleven years ago, an
unsuccessful surgery had destroyed his ability to walk, and since then he
has only been moving around on his knees. To make his despair complete,
just four months before our visit, Anatol’s wife had had a stroke and had
died right in his arms. When talking to us, Anatol expressed his desire to
follow his wife and go to heaven - but had no answer when we asked him
if he knows how to get to heaven. This enabled us to clearly share the
gospel, and Anatol responded, inviting Jesus into his life. He declared
that he wants to change the way he is living and received a Bible to help
him know how to do this.

Anais a young widow with three small children aged four, three and one.
This family needs financial help just as much as encouragement and
comfort; therefore Ana was very happy and thankful for the food
package she received as well as for the Bible. The children miss their
father and don’t yet understand what it means that he is dead. When the
family received the food and other items, the children asked if their
father had sent it. The visitors told them that this gift comes from their
true heavenly Father,whowill also continue to take care of them.

Serghei was very happy about receiving a Bible. He is 62 and became
bedridden after his wife’s death last year. Having neither TV nor books,
he gets very bored of simply lying in bed and staring at the ceiling all day
long. Even though his joy was more about the fact that the Bible will give
him something to do, God’s Word is active, and we pray it will become
aliveto Sergheiand bear fruit.

As the team was standing in the yard during one visit, OM worker
Gabriela started talking to a Teenage girl with a baby. She told the girl
that Jesus offers forgiveness and died for all sins,and though He does not
want us to misuse His grace, when we've received forgiveness we do not
need to feel guilty about our past or focus onit.“l don’t recall everything|
said, but I really felt that God gave me these thoughts to be shared at that
moment,” Gabriela remembers. However, the girl showed no reaction
and Gabriela was not sure if her words had had any impact. As they left
the place, though, the church worker who accompanied them shared
what she had seen: Unnoticed by Gabriela herself, the girl's mother
had been standing just within the front door, behind a curtain, where
she had been attentively listening to everything - and it had brought
tears to her eyes. God had given Gabriela words for someone she had
noteven knownwaslistening.

“I don’t have words to thank you.
Every time I cook a meal, I will
pray with my girls and thank God
for all those who took part in
getting this food to us at this time
which is so difficult for us.”

Maria (29), mother of four small daughters

What doesittake to plantachurch? One of the mostimportant
first steps is getting acquainted with the people you want to
reach and gaining their trust. However, this is not always easy,
especiallyif you are goingto placeswherethereisnotevenone
single believer who could help you build a bridge to the
community, and when there is a widespread suspicion and
prejudice against any faith outside the traditional Orthodox
Church. This is the case in many places in Moldova - and this is
the reasonour relief projects play abigrole in our vision to see
churchesplantedinthelittle reached places of Moldova. These
projects can be that bridge, opening doorsinto the community.
Maybe not every person in a community is needy, but every
community in Moldova has people in desperate need. This has
becomeevenmoretrueduringthe currenttimeof crisis.

As we were able to visit 100 different communities with food
packages and Bibles over the summer, we believe that besides
bringing food and hope to many people in need, this ministry
has also helped towards longer-term goals of building God’s
Church: Many of these places are locations of church planting
initiatives, often having none or just one single believer.
Church planters we partnered with told us how this project
opened doors for them and helped them build relationships
with the community and local authorities. We ourselves were
also encouraged by seeing the openness of many local social
workers, or even mayors, who accompanied us on visits and
themselves asked questions about faithand requested Bibles.

In the village Petrunea, which has no evangelical church, this
project was the veryfirstinteraction which Igor, the pastor of a
churchinthe nearest town, had with the people of that village.
Igor wants to start ministry in Petrunea and these visits with
physical help were the perfect opportunity for a first step. It
also provided an occasion for him to talk to the local mayor,
who showed himself open to allowing Igor to start holding
churchmeetingsinthevillage.

In other places these COVID-19 food parcels supported
already ongoing ministries. Pastor Dan from Leova took us to
two other locations in the region, where he has already been
working for two years, with the purpose of starting local
churches. “Those who received food packages to relieve their
state of need expressed their gratitude, confirming the
significant impact these gifts had on their situation,” Dan
shared, and himself expressed his joy that through these visits

people had clearly heard the gospel and responded well:
“They were encouraged through these visits. The following
Sunday five of the people we had visited in the surrounding
villages even came to town to attend our church, again
expressing their gratitude for what has beendone for them.” In
this place, like many others, the local authorities openly stated
their support and appreciation for the churches’ involvement
in supporting those in need. Following the example of Jesusin
practical care for the needs of the people around them
remains the best way to overcome prejudice and suspicion.
“This is a good testimony for us as believers,” pastor Dan
confirmed, “and it opens doors and opportunities for us to
enterthese places more easily with the gospel aswell.”

The church in Cneazevca thanked us for the parcels they
could bring to two other villages in their region - places that
have no local church and no believers except one person
taking their very first steps in the way of faith.
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A note of thanks from Galina,
e e the only believer in her village,
Pereni, expressing her gratitude

for the help brought to her
Ssee e @=m 8 community and her belief that

this ministry has opened
hearts to the gospel and will
aNeeee wesses  contribute to a church being
started there.
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Planting churches in Moldova is often slow and tiring work. Please pray for the ongoing ministries in the places we visited and for the church planters
who follow up on the people who received food packages, work to earn the trust of authorities and share their faith and lives in the community.




Among our most impactful long-term projects are the Elde
by local churches we partner with. Through these church

rly Care and Children’s Day Centres that are being run
es we provided food packages for these children and

elderly throughout the time of corona-restrictions, when the regular activities were not possible. Still, the elderly

and children sorely missed the usual close personal interacti

on, while the children also need the activities, help with

schoolwork and safe place, which these centres usually provide. Though still restricted, we have restarted some

activities and support the local workers in using wh

atever possibilities the current situation allows.

We were also encouraged by hearing some testimonies of the impact these centres have had on people’s lives:

A courageous witness

The children who come to our Day Centres have difficult home
situations - marked by poverty, often combined with neglect,
alcoholism or violence. Mihaela is one such child from the Day
Centre in Glodeni, but despite her circumstances, there is joy on
her face and a light in her eyes: She really loves God. Because
Mihaela openly declares her faith, she was challenged at school
by her teacher to acknowledge that there is no God. The teacher
tried to argue in front of the children that God can’t exist,
because Yurii Gagarin didn’t see Him when he was in space. To
this statement Mihaela replied very confidently, “It is obvious
that he didn’t see Him, because in the Bible, in Matthew 5:8, it is
written that only those pure in heart will see God.” This answer
angered the teacher so much that she took the girl to the
headmaster’s office to be rebuked. Hearing what had happened,
the headmaster asked her who taught her these things. “Mr. Igor
from the Day Centre,” was the girl’s reply, and consequently she
was told to come to school with Mr. Igor the next day. So Igor, the
pastor of the local church and worker
in the Day Centre, accompanied
Mihaela to school the next day for a
discussion with the school principal.
The headmaster was impressed by
this encounter and especially reacted
toone Bible verse Igor quoted to him:
“Thefool saysinhis heart, Thereis no
God.” These words had such a strong
impact on the headmaster that he
went to Mihaela’s classroom and
there told the children and the
teacherthat God exists!

“You saw Jesus
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Although from March onwards the regular activities of our
Day Centres were made impossible, we were encouraged to
see that the Day Centre workers were eager to still get
involved and even during the strictest time of lockdown made
every effort to deliver food packages to the children’s homes,
to make up for the warm meals at the centres, which would
usually be the main source of nutrition for these children.

I"

~e ‘

For years the church in Visineovca has been
bringing food to the elderly in need in their
village, and later also started to wash clothes
and bed linen for these elderly, who don’t
have access to running water.

Among those elderly was a lady who had
been blind for years. One day suddenly she
had a vision - so clear that she insisted that
for a few minutes she could see with her own
physical eyes - and what she saw were four
donkey feet. As she strained to see more, she
saw two human feet, as if someone was
riding on the donkey. The feet had scars on
them. As she looked higher, she saw that
whoever owned these feet was dressed in

dazzling white. She didn’t understand what
her vision meant, and she was scared to tell
anyone - not even her own daughter - for fear
she would be declared insane. However,
when she saw exactly the same thing again a
few days later, she could no longer rest and
decided to confide in Maria, the pastor’s wife,
who was visiting her so faithfully. With great
joy Maria was able to explain that she had
seen the feet of Jesus. This blind old lady,
who could not see anything in the world, saw
Jesus and welcomed Him, accepting the
gospel Maria had shared with her. Only a
short time later she unexpectedly died. Just
imagine how clearly she can see Jesus now!
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“MDTe?®has challenged me to see the importance of trusting God and
of prayer in every situation, because you never know when God is
working and where He is working. So, | will pray and trust that God is
incontrol!”

This was part of the feedback from a participant of this year’s
MDTe® Mission Discipleship Training - a training that truly
required trust that God is in control, not only during the first
weeks of teaching and outreach, but especially when the
programme very unexpectedly ended after only one-and-a-half
of the planned five months. When the corona-crisis hit in mid-
March, the continuation of activities was neither safe, nor
possible while respecting new restrictions, and with a very
heavy heart we had to send our MDTe® students home.

Still, we are thankful for the time we had with them and could
invest in them, and for the people that were reached by them
even in this short time: When they were called back, they were
in the midst of a rural outreach in Romania, and they could
already look back on a completed snowboard outreach, in
which they reached over 100 people with prayer, testimonies,
gospel presentations and surveysinjust overtwodays.

At the same time we had to stop our spring “Challenge into
Missions” training, which had only been running for two weeks
at that moment - not at all how we had envisioned our “jubilee
programme”, 20 years after this training was first developed by
OM for equipping Moldovan believers! The young Moldovan
participants, who had just been getting ready for their first
outreach period, were disappointed that they had to return
homeinstead, but it was encouraging to see how they continued
tostayintouch-foralongtime hopingto be able toreturn-and
wentontodostudiesvirtually with one of our course leaders.

| WILL PRAYAND TR T

GO [‘M &

IS IN CONTROL [ 4

We are preparing for the
2021 MDTe® programme and
are praying it will be possible
to run it. If you are interested

in joining, please contact us
at MDTe3.md@om.org
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“I did not realise how easy
discipleship is: I don't need to
first have theological studies or
to know everything about the
Bible, but as I read and discover
the Bible myself, I can just share
my discoveries with others.”

This whole situation also drove us to exploring new

possibilities, especially developing online training
opportunities which we can offer to Moldovan churches. We
were excited to be able to translate a training for discipleship
and soon after already run it for the first time with a group of
participants - mainly from Moldova, but also including some
international onese.g.fromamongthe former MDT students.
While doing an internal trial run before offering it publicly,
even our own team members were impacted deeply by the
course.“l did not realise how easy discipleshipis,” one of them
said, “l don't need to first have theological studies or to know
everything about the Bible, but as | read and discover the
Bible myself, | can just share my discoveries with others”
Insecure about his own ability, discipleship had seemed a task
to high for him, but now he showed a confidence and passion
both to make disciples himself and to teach otherstodoit. He
went on to lead one of the small groups in the following first
official course.
Other team members, too, were excited about the new tools
this course offered to them: Still during the trial run, one of
themimmediately applied each session by passingitontothe
group of students from the “Challenge into Missions” course
that was cancelled in March; another one made plans how to
runit with groups in his home region, where he was returning
soon; and through yet another, the course material even
ended up being used by the youth group of a small tribal
churchcommunityinthe Philippines...

As we offer this online discipleship training more broadly in Moldova, please pray for wisdom in running it and for an impact among the churches.
We found that local participants struggle to schedule and set aside time for weekly meetings and required homework, but when they do, the results
are great. It is beautiful to see people move from knowing the command to make disciples, to being excited about how they personally can do this.




“I feel so sinful. | am afraid God will not forgive me.” These were the words of Raia, a
lady one team visited as part of our food parcel project. Raia lives in Copanca, a big
village with more than 4.000 inhabitants, but only a handful of believers and no
evangelical church. Most people the team visited there claimed to believe in Jesus
and affirmed that Jesus is God and that He died on a cross - but they could not say
why He died and had no understanding of grace or forgiveness that does not
depend on merit. Unlike others, Raia acknowledged her own lack of merit. Galina,
oneoftheteammembers,sharedthe story of the criminal who was crucified next to
Jesus and was forgiven although he could no longer do anything to deserveit. Then
Galina went on to share her own story - and found that it was precisely what this
lady needed to hear: “That’s exactly how | feel, too!” Raiaexclaimed several times as
she listened to Galina, and in the end she decided to pray a prayer of repentance to
askfor God’s forgiveness. ‘| feel much lighter now!” she concluded at the end of the
prayer; then she exchanged phone numbers with Maria, the local believer who had
accompanied the team. It was a big encouragement for Maria, who already for five
years had been continually praying for a church to be planted in this village, and
now for the first time saw someone in her own village come to faith, who she can
follow up on and help to grow. Galina, too, felt encouraged, and although she was
saddened by the empty religiosity they encountered throughout the village, she
concludedthatevenifitwasjustforthisonelady,ithad beenworthcomingthere.

Get involved:

PRAY for our ministries
or
GIVE towards a project
or
GO - join a programme:
Love Moldova (2 weeks)
MDTe® (5 months)

We are also constantly looking for
people to join us mid- & long-term.
Please contact us for more
information about current needs
and opportunities!

info & publications:

Check out our website for more updates
and information: www.om.org/md

contactustosubscribe/unsubscribe to:
« “MoldovaNews” (3x/year)
« PrayerUpdates (2x/month)

We're alsoonfacebook: @OMinMoldova

Moldovais traditionally Orthodox, but for most people this is simply part of their national identity -
in practice an empty religion, filled with many traditions and rules, but bringing no true knowledge
of God and showing a complete absence of the gospel.

The Bibles we are offering along with physical relief are generally very well received. Most people
respect the Bible and accept it as authoritative truth, but don’t know what is truly written in it and
have never themselves owned a Bible or even held one. Pray with us that the Bibles we gave away
will be truly read and that God’s Word will transform these people and this nation!

Since the situation for many people is still very difficult, due to the ongoing pandemic as well as a
period of serious drought, we will continue this project of distributing food packages and Bibles in
cooperation with local churches.

Ifyou are able and willing to contribute financially, you can donate through your national OM office
oronline (om.org/en/give). Please specify the purpose as “COVID-19 food for the poor in Moldova’”.

contact:

OM in Moldova:
Operation Mobilisation
C.P.2366

2012 Chisinau
Republic of Moldova

www.om.org/md
e-mail: info.md@om.org
phone: (+373) 22 286855

OM International:
WWW.0m.org

OM in the US:
Operation Mobilization
P.O.Box 444

Tyrone, GA 30290

phone: (+1) 770-631-0432
WWW.0musa.org

OM in the UK:
The Quinta
Weston Rhyn
Oswestry
Shropshire SY10 7LT
01691773388
info.uk@om.org
Charity reg. No
1008196 (England & Wales)
SC040988 (Scotland)
Company reg. No.
2564320 (England & Wales)




